Down but not out: incidence and estimated costs to society of road casualties in Strathclyde, Scotland.
To investigate the recent epidemiological patterns and costs of road traffic casualties (RTCs) in Strathclyde, Scotland. Retrospective record-linkage epidemiological study using routine data sources. A linked police-hospital database was analysed to describe the epidemiology of RTCs from 2004 to 2009. Using UK government methodology, the costs of road casualties to the National Health Service (NHS) and society were assessed. RTC rates declined over the study period. Males were at higher risk than females as were those residing in more socially deprived addresses. The estimated costs of RTCs in Strathclyde amounted to £400 million annually. Of this, around one twentieth (£20 million per year), was attributable to direct NHS costs. Road casualties remain a major public health threat in Strathclyde, and contribute to health inequalities. RTC costs to society amount to almost a tenth of NHS revenue expenditure. Cost-effective road safety measures should be deployed more widely.